
Chichester District Council

CABINET  8 March 2016

Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton 
Local Strategic Statement Update (LSS2)

1. Contacts

Report Author Robert Davidson - Principal Planning Officer
Telephone: 01243 534715
Email: rdavidson@chichester.gov.uk

Cabinet Member Susan Taylor – Cabinet Member for Housing and Planning
Telephone: 01243 514034 
E-mail:  sttaylor@chichester.gov.uk

2. Recommendations

2.1 That the updated Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Local 
Strategic Statement (LSS2) including Annexes 1-3 be approved.

2.2 That Annex 4, the Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Monitoring 
and Delivery Framework (Update January 2016), be noted.

3. Background

3.1 The Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton (CWS&GB) Local Strategic 
Statement (LSS) is a non-statutory strategic planning document prepared by 
the local planning authorities (LPAs) in the sub-region to provide the context 
for delivering sustainable growth over the period 2013-2031. It focuses on 
strategic issues that are shared across CWS&GB or that will impact on the 
long term sustainability of the area, providing an overlay for local plans and 
the business priorities of key stakeholders. It is the main vehicle for taking 
forward the Strategic Planning Board’s (SPB) work on behalf of the LPAs.

3.2 The initial version of the LSS was agreed by the SPB in October 2013 and 
subsequently accepted by CDC’s Cabinet in January 2014. In July 2015, the 
SPB agreed to undertake an update (‘Refresh’) of the LSS in order to reflect 
the change in strategic area covered, which now includes Horsham and Mid 
Sussex, and to take account of local plan progress and implementation of the 
Greater Brighton City Deal which was at an early stage when the LSS was 
initially prepared. 

3.3 The updated LSS (LSS 2) was formally agreed by the SPB on 18 January 
2016 and is appended to this report. However, it should be noted that LSS2 
has been prepared as an interim strategic policy position, as the strategic 
context (government policy, outcome of devolution proposals) and priorities 

mailto:rdavidson@chichester.gov.uk
mailto:sttaylor@chichester.gov.uk


are likely to change and a full review will be needed. This will need to address 
the continuing gap between objectively assessed housing needs and housing 
delivery in the sub-region and the continuing challenges around supporting 
sustainable economic growth and infrastructure investment. A report setting 
out the options for taking this work forward will be presented to the SPB in 
April with a further report to DPIP in due course.

4. Outcomes to be achieved

4.1 LSS2 was formally agreed by the SPB on 18 January 2016, and it is now 
intended that it is agreed by the individual member authorities within the 
CWS&GB.  This will assist all constituent authorities in meeting the Duty to 
Cooperate.  The current LSS has already proven to be an important 
mechanism for LPAs in CWS&GB to manage strategic issues, and forms key 
evidence to demonstrate that strategic cooperation has been an integral part 
of local plan-making across the area, and that this is being managed on an 
on-going basis.

5. Proposal

5.1 That LSS2 be approved by Cabinet. 

5.2 The main changes resulting from the update are as follows:
(i) New Spatial Priorities relating to Brighton - Seafront and Brighton City 

Centre (SP6), Burgess Hill.(SP7), Newhaven (SP8) and Rural Sussex 
(SP9). 

(ii) Added emphasis on implementation with new implementation sections 
under each Strategic Objective and Spatial Priority.  

(iii) A new (draft) Monitoring and Delivery Framework (Annex 4 of LSS2). 
Members are asked just to note, rather than agree, this part of the 
document, since the monitoring framework is a living document that will 
be subject to change and update. This approach was agreed by the 
SPB.

5.3 The additions and amendments in LSS2 have a relatively limited impact on 
the Chichester Local Plan area. The addition of a new Spatial Priority for 
Rural Sussex is helpful and provides support for delivery of affordable 
housing, boosting the rural economy, and improving access and connectivity 
in rural areas. The new sections on implementing the Strategic Objectives and 
Spatial Priorities also strengthen the LSS. 

5.4 It should also be noted that Strategic Objective 2: Meeting Strategic Housing 
Needs (SO2) now includes a commitment to developing a long term strategy 
for the sub-region that considers all sustainable and deliverable spatial 
options for meeting housing needs. In implementing SO2, there is a 
commitment to develop a strategy for narrowing the gap between housing 
delivery and the longer term (post 2025) housing needs of the sub-region, 
with the results of this work to feed into a full review of the LSS (i.e. LSS3).



6. Alternatives that have been considered

6.1 No alternatives are proposed as the SPB has already agreed LSS2.

7. Resource and legal implications

7.1 LSS2 will help the Council to demonstrate that it has met the legal ‘Duty to 
Cooperate’ as set out in the Localism Act 2011.

8. Consultation

8.1 No formal consultation has been undertaken in preparing LSS2. Inputs have 
been provided mainly by officers from the CWS&GB local authorities. A 
stakeholder workshop was held in November 2015, which was attended by 
planning and economic development portfolio holders, council officers and 
representatives from other key strategic organisations. 

 
9. Community impact and corporate risks

9.1  There are no community impacts or corporate risks as a result of this report.

10. Other Implications

Crime & Disorder: None

Climate Change: None

Human Rights and Equality Impact: None

Safeguarding and Early Help: None

11. Appendix

Coastal West Sussex and Greater Brighton Local Strategic Statement (Updated 
January 2016): Delivering Sustainable Growth 2015-31

12. Background Papers

None


